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pleasure from another in Mill's specific scale, it must, in
order to be consistent with the doctrine which it is intro-
duced to serve, be something measurable. For its whole
contention is, that the Tightness of actions is 'inproportion
as they tend to promote happiness:' that the choice must
be made of c the greatest happiness y' and c proportions' and
' maxima? cannot be found and known except in the case
of measurable quantities, Bentham accordingly devotes a
chapter to the 4 Value of a lot of pleasure or pain, how to
be measured1,' *n which he gives exact rules for determin-
ing the items and the aggregates of hedonistic magnitude.
He admits, indeed, in each pleasure or pain a combination
of several * elements or dimensions' of value which are factors
of its worth; but there is not one of these which is not
quantitative, so as to admit even of numerical expression;
e.g. its intensity, its duration, its degree of probability, its
degree of distance in time, its fecundity, or chance of entailing
further pleasure or pain, its purity, or chance of escaping
reversal into the opposite, its extent, or the number of
persons affected by it2. How completely the rules for
working out these elements to a result in the solution of
each problem involve processes of definite computation may
be judged by the following paragraph: c To take an exact
account, then, of the general tendency of any act, by which
the interests of a community are affected, proceed as
follows: Begin with any one person of those whose interests
seem most immediately to be affected by it: and take an
account,

1  Principles of Morals and Legislation, chap. iv.

2  As this list is not less fundamental for the young Benthamite than
the numeration-table for the young arithmetician, the author has con-
siderately adapted it to feeble memoiies m the following mnemonic lines:

Intense, long, certain, speedy, fruitful, pure,
Such marks in pleasures and in pains endure.
Such pleasures seek, if private be thy end:
If it be public, wide lefc them extend,
Such pains avoid, whichever be thy view:
If pains must come, let them extend to tew.

Principles of Morals and Legislation, Vol. I, p. 49.